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The Vicar’s Letter

= i) Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Since | last wrote, we have welcomed a baby girl into
our family. | am immensely grateful for all the help
provided over the Easter festivities when the vicar
was needed at home; and for all the incredible
warmth that has been sent our way in the form of
cards, gifts and good wishes.

The first thing everybody asks - once it has been
established that everybody is well, of course- is, ‘what is she called’. Her
full name is Cora Mary Macrina. Cora is an alternative name for
Persephone, the ancient Greek goddess whose annual return from
Hades every Spring was taken on by Christians as a symbol of the
Resurrection. Mary probably needs no explanation, but is one of the
dedications of Grantchester Church, where she will be baptised this
month. Macrina is an early Christian female theologian, who gave her
name to the Orthodox student centre in Oxford where | met my wife.

This follows the pattern which we have loosely applied to the boys as
well: three Christian names because three initials sounds much more
convincing when opening the batting for England. So my eldest is
A.J.W Robinson. His name earned him some early notoriety. He is
Aubrey, because we liked it; John, after both his grandfathers; and
Wulfram because | was at the time working in St Wulfram’s Church,
Grantham, and he was baptised there. My grandmother put the birth
notice in the Telegraph, and, clearly in a low news week (remember
those?!), a journalist noticed it and wrote an article in the Spectator
about silly names. It included the line, ‘these days you can’t even call a
child John without sandwiching it between Aubrey and Wulfram'.

| am named after my great-grandfather, a Lincolnshire farmer who
delighted in the name James (Jim) Riggall Auckland. My father has
always regretted not calling me Riggall, but even | might have found it
a bit much being the Reverend Riggall Robinson.
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All of which is to say that it is a weighty responsibility to give somebody
a name. It was the task God gave to Adam in Eden (Genesis 2.19-20), as
a way of showing him- and us- that human beings are made to be
stewards and guardians of creation, rather than the profiteers we
sometimes behave like. | am currently preparing candidates for
confirmation. In the old days this would have involved learning the
catechism, a series of questions and answers which addressed the
fundamentals of the faith. Whilst these days we tend to focus more on
learning through discussion, rather than by rote, there is something
about the directness of the catechism which shouldn’t be lost. The first
question it poses is, ‘What is your name?’ Not, ‘what do you believe’ or
‘what do you think about this or that'? What is your name? This may be
surprising. It is not a difficult question to answer. But think how
disorientating it is when somebody gets our name wrong. Our name
conveys so much. It is one of the first gifts we receive. It so says where
we come from, our parentage, both human and - because of the
connection with baptism - divine. It reminds us that we are part of
something bigger than ourselves, and yet are not lost within it, but
known and held by it. As we read in the book of Isaiah: ‘I have called
you by name, you are mine.’ (Isaiah 43:1). God knows us by name.

Speaking of being called, we will soon be celebrating the ordination of
our curates, Becca and Kennedy. On Saturday 4th July, Becca will be
ordained deacon in the morning, and Kennedy will be ordained priest
in the afternoon, ready to celebrate Holy Communion for the first time
the next day.This is obviously a special time for both of them, and | urge
you to hold them in your prayers.

In friendship and faith,

Jim
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Rowan Humberstone : Charity of the Month

If you have wandered down to Sheep'’s
rOWO n Green recently, you may have noticed
\ Creating art, Tmproving lives the beautiful wooden sculpture marking
the Learner Pool. Created by Rowan
Humberstone, St Mark’s Charity of the Month for June, in collaboration
with pupils from Newnham Croft Primary School, the sculpture has
quickly become a favourite feature on local walking tours. Rich in detail,
it celebrates Newnham’s long connection with outdoor swimming while
also highlighting the wildlife and biodiversity of Sheep’s Green.

Rowan is a remarkable charity, supporting adults with learning
disabilities through creativity, nature, and community. Based just
across the river in the De Freville area of Cambridge, Rowan has
provided a welcoming and inspiring environment since 1984, where
people can build confidence, develop practical and artistic skills, form
friendships, and express themselves creatively.

The charity offers workshops in
ceramics,  woodwork, textiles,
printmaking, drama, music,
movement, and forest school
activities. More than simply teaching
creative skills, Rowan focuses on
each  person’s strengths and
potential. Small group sessions
allow students to work closely with
tutors, take part in exhibitions and
community projects, and gain a real
sense of  achievement and

Children from Newnham Croft )
Primary School varnishing the independence. Rowan also plays an
sculpture in time for a new swimming important role in reducing
season

loneliness and offering support and
respite for families and carers.


https://www.rowanhumberstone.org.uk/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.rowanhumberstone.org.uk/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Running Rowan costs over £800,000 each year, supporting specialist
staff, wellbeing activities, workshop materials, and the creative spaces
that students rely on every day. Donating to Rowan means helping
adults with learning disabilities access friendship, creativity,
confidence, and opportunities that can genuinely change lives. It is a
charity that brings lasting benefits not only to its students, but to the
wider Cambridge community as well.

If you would like to support Rowan Humberstone’s work, donations of
any size can make a real difference and help ensure this valuable
community resource continues to thrive for years to come.

Dani Redhead

Ordinations

On Saturday 4th July, our incoming curate, Becca, will be ordained
deacon, and our already curate Kennedy will be ordained priest. Please
do hold them both in your prayers. Kennedy's service is at the Cathedral
at 3.30pm and it would be really lovely if we could be there to support
him. All are welcome and there is plenty of room!

Kennedy's first time celebrating Holy Communion will be the following
day- Sunday 5th July. As this is an important event, at which we also
welcome Becca and her family, both parishes will come together for the
service. This will be at Grantchester, at 10.30am, followed by cake and
fizz! Again, it would be lovely to fill the church to show support and
appreciation.

The July/August Edition of Seek

Contributions are always very welcome. Please send them to Jane
Plows at janemp @virginmedia.com (01223 350120) Sunday 14th June.

Please note that this edition covers two months so we need to know in
good time about any activities planned for August.
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Dasha Tenditna THE DERBY STORES

Photographer Newnham Post Office
portraits, events, Delicatessen/Newsagent
documentary, lifestyle Jean and Neera
+44 777 131 2301 01223 354391
nstagram@dasha ; Off licence, Provisions, Cakes/Biscuits,
IFB. dasha m‘diha_temm C i'::s':’c:" au::‘e:: :E::.’\'Hi;';.r:: Ci :s:ﬂr::l 5
o . 6.00am - 6.00pm daily
Email: dasha.tenditna@gmail.com Sunday 6.00am - 4.00pm
C.S. MARTIN CHIROPODIST and
PAINTING & DECORATING PODIATRIST

and exterior decorating service
Free estimates and advice

For a complete and reliable interior BEECHWOOD PRACTICE

Over 25 years experience P i
Please comtact Chris on Celia Kenney, B.Sc. (Hons) Podiatry,
01223 233613 M.Ch.§, S.R.Ch.
07778338437 Available for home appointments
csm.decorating@googlemail.com 07939 227195

41 HILLS ROAD

PROFESSIONAL
RACKET S IElgGING

SERVI

Find us at:
Cocks and Hens

Contact Us:

Quick Turnaround Grantchester Road  ‘www.drivevolley.co.uk
and Home Delivery Availcble Cambx|dge 07703 358660

CBa 9ED

Millington Road

Set down a leafy lane, our Ofsted Outstanding rated nursery

01223 356565

stimulating and fun atmosphere with excellent outdoor facilities.
Established over 50 years ago, we offer a happy, safe and secure environment with fully qualified staff.
Registered with the Government Earfy Years Funding Scheme

da Millington Road, Newnham, Cambridge
www.millingtonroadnursery.co.uk

cares for 2-5 year oldsina
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Christ on the Cross

It is a shocking image. Christ on
the Cross was painted by the
Spanish artist Francisco de
Zurbaran (1598-1664) and s
usually in the collection of the
Art Institute of Chicago.
Fortunately you do not have to
travel that far to see it as at
present it is in a marvellous
exhibition dedicated to Zurbaran
at the National Gallery, London
until the 23rd August. As we pass
Pentecost and leave Eastertide it
is worth reflecting on.

The painting was commissioned
by the Dominicans of San Pablo
de Real Monastery in Seville as
part of a wider contract to
provide 21 pictures. It was
painted in 1627 when Zurbaran
was 29 and immediately made
his reputation to the extent that
the Seville City Council invited
him to settle there. He devoted himself mainly to religious images and
his most characteristic works are single figures of monks and saints in
meditation or prayer.

Christ on the Cross depicts the crucified Christ dying on Good Friday. |
find it immensely moving. His body is illuminated against a sombre
plain dark background which emphasises his figure. Unlike in many
crucifixion scenes Christ is entirely alone; there are nowomen including
his mother, the disciple John, onlookers or soldiers as is traditional. This
isolation gives a sense of despair and hopelessness. You are reminded

6
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of the cry in the Gospels ‘my God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’
Christ's emaciated body is illuminated by a source of light from the right
highlighting his torment. The picture is large and deliberately hung
quite high. One imagines the impact it must have had when first seen
in the dimly lit monastery.

There are other crucifixion scenes in the exhibition, some with
bystanders in them as well as a wide range of Zurbaran’s work. If you
happen to be in the vicinity of Trafalgar Square | strongly recommend a
visit.

Chris Hammond

Foodbank Dates

Please bring donations for the foodbank to church on Sunday 7th June.

Or leave them on the following Thursday, the 11th June, at 19 Kings
Road (Eleanor Scott) 9.00 am- 3.00 pm, or at 1 Millington Road (Rosey
Gardiner) 8.00 am- 6.00 pm.

An open boot collection takes place on the first Tuesday morning of
every month from 11 am to 12 noon at the Gough Way island with the
post box (not weekly as in the past).

There is a collection point at the Co-op too.

The King’s Men in Concert at St Mary & St Michael

Sunday 21 June at 7.30pm

£20 (+ booking fee) - https://kingsmen21-6-2026.eventbrite.co.uk or scan the QR code
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¥ \CHIMNEY SWEEP
Professional and insured
Certificates issued
Advice given and problems solved
edcleansweep@gmail.com

Do you need
care visits at

o

o, Anna Taylor

Plan, plant & care for gardens
Renovation over replacement
Locus on sustainabilicy & nature

Sensitive, knowledgable & reliable

annataylor.co.uk 07854882831

07919 888990
www.cleansweep.co.uk ../, ——
CLEAN SWEEP - % 2.2:3_6_5”0 e
Based in Haslingfield B aa A3
REr C AND C BLINDS

SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS
ANY SIZE ANY COLOUR

FREE ESTIMATES

01223 211171 07761 262070

Vertical Blinds, Roller Blinds, Venetian
Blinds, Wooden Blinds, Roman Blinds,
Pleated Blinds, Repairs

FRESHCUT

Turkish Barber

45 Newnham Road
9.00 - 6.30 Monday - Saturday
10.00 - 5.00 Sunday

07552 679 356

LOCAL HANDYMAN
Andy Beeton

® General gardening and house maintenance
® Small painting jobs or repairs
® Also professional plasterer
FReEe ESTIMATES
07800 871738

andrew.beeton48@gmail.com

! zs €ELECTRICAL

Extra sockets to full re-wires Part P registered

Inspections and Testing

07870 372788
www_ds-electricalservice couk
Call for free friendly advice
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ST MARK’S
CHURCH
SUMMER FETE

Saturday 6 June
3-5pm 'R

Plants, Books,
Games, Food,
Teas, Crafts

,é and More!
In support of

1Immy’s

CAMBRIDGE

Donations of books, plants, cakes, unopened bottles (beer, wine, spirits, soda,
water, washing-up liquid, etc) and vintage clothing (in good condition please)
are requested. Deliver to the church in the fortnight before the féte.

Volunteers are needed to man the stalls, serve teas and assist with games.
Please contact Ross Smythe if you are able to help. rwsmythe@me.com



mailto:rwsmythe@me.com
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Around and About

The directors of the Derby Stores will be moving on later this summer.

Thirty years ago Neera, Jean, Jack and Philip became part of the life of
Newnham. Jack retired eight years ago and this summer Jean will retire
fully. Neera, with Philip’s assistance, will continue to supply the store
with curries and will give the new owner support initially with the
ordering. Munjeet, who runs three other shops, recognises that the
Derby Stores is unique in its range of goods and services and wants to
continue the tradition. At the moment the shop sources goods from
about 20 different suppliers.

But, of course, all those of us who live in Newnham know that the Derby
Stores provides us with more than a wide variety of produce. It is also
a hub of the community. Jean, Neera and Philip pride themselves in
knowing many of us individually and being some of the first people to
know if a customer is experiencing difficulties or needs special help. We
owe them an enormous debt of gratitude.

We are pleased to welcome Clark and Son as our new butcher’s on the
corner of Chedworth Street. The Suffolk based family company has
been in the wholesale business for 25 years and opened their first retail
branch in Long Melford six years ago. Newnham is their next venture
into retail. Charlotte’s is the friendly face behind the counter and Leon,
who is in charge at Long Melford, is helping out here at the moment as
business gets established.

Their website says, “Serving a selection of fine quality meat, poultry,
and game throughout Suffolk, Essex and Cambridgeshire to a range of
clients from traditional butchers to fine dining restaurants and pubs and
with our vans travelling to Smithfield on a daily basis there really is
nothing we can’t provide” Charlotte says, “We can source most things.
It's always worth asking”

Jane Plows

10
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POETRY AFTERNOON

Readers and Contributionsy welcome

SUNDAY 12 JULY 3pm )

ST MARK’S COMMUNITY CENTRE, BARTON ROAD, CB3 9j2‘." \‘Q/
\
TEA AND CAKES - Ticketyfree - Cash Donations \f

If yow would, like to read ov contribute wfamow»twpomar two;
please send your suggestions to-Devek Cummings by S 577 58
drcummnings? 7 @gsmodl.cony

11
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The Sailors’ Church, Ramsgate

If you visit an interesting church over the
summer, do let our readers know about it.

| found these photos the other day and
remembered visiting the Sailors’ Church
8 in Ramsgate many years ago. We moored
i - L our boat in the Royal Harbour which lies
S pelow steep cliffs and went ashore. There,
built into the cliffs is the church.

The Sailors’ Church and Harbour Mission, close by the foot of Jacob’s
Ladder was built in 1878 by Canon Eustace Brenan, vicar of the nearby
Christ Church. He saw the need for spiritual guidance and physical help
for the men and boys who made up the crews of the sailing smacks who
fished out of Ramsgate in the nineteenth century. It was dangerous,
arduous work, especially for the young apprentices who were called
Smack Boys. When the apprentices were ashore, they were provided
with some comfort in the rooms above
the church and later, in the Smack Boys
Home next door.

m‘”ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬂ"ﬁm“} = In later years it provided refuge for the
TN | exhausted troops returning from
e realised a Gsic - .
st tasi~ | Dunkirk. Nowadays it offers a few
e Al [! . e . .

e minutes of calm and tranquillity. It is still
comfort of the Sailors Home aver 3 i i
auis st sl A AR v il used regularly and also houses a small
During 5 call

fricLamfiepnpasniemtnet UM museum.

it St st of Dok g A0 et
:’Sﬁ”&ﬂﬁmmﬁm B We would love to hear about other

e SN e e T interesting places of worship.
g ALONG - PLEASE| i
i AmumwM%%pmm
e wimesores=- .l Jane Plows
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St Mark’s Church Mission Statement

To be the people of God in this place and to work to make
God more real in our community.

Having beaten my typewriter into a ploughshare,
I shall never be able to face going back to town life’

| me Jolwm

Enid Barraud went from capital to
cornfield, living with war, disability,
and as a man.

Words, sounds and images from
the life of a WWII Land Army girl.

Devised, written and performed

an THURS 9 JULY 2026, 7.30 PM
DOWNING  powNING PLACE CHURCH, CAMBRIDGE, CB2 SEL
P PLACE URC  mickers: £12 (PROFITS TO DOWNING PLACE CHURCH)

13
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APCM 2026

The APCM took place on the 24th May 2026, only a day before Seek
went to press. A report will be included in our next issue.

Our Churchwardens, Nigel Porter and Sarah Perry, were elected for
another year.

Richard Bauckham and EleanorToye Scott have completed their time
on the PCC and have chosen not to stand again. Hannelore Hagele, Ross
Smythe and Jenny Doyle will continue on the Committee and will be
joined by Sue Wagner and Andrew Watts.

Margaret Banks has stepped down as a Deanery Synod Representative
but Nigel Porter is continuing and will be joined by Lizzy Jarvis.

The meeting was followed by an enjoyable Bring and Share meal.

Garage Services : GP Motors

Newnham Service Centre
Elusley Avenue
Cambridge CB3 91Q

Tel: 01273 355574

WWW.gp-Cars.com
e-mail: enquiries@gp-cars.com

3

FENCING WITHOUT BOUNDARIES

Making your outdoor spaces §
beautiful -and secure FENCING | CLEA E_ | LANDSCAPING

0800 206 1585 leafandlawn.co.uk @ LR
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Prayers for June

Your word, Lord, is a lamp for our eyes,

You are the shepherd of those who go astray:

In my doubt and uncertainty,

Give me the grace to seek what you would have me do.
By your Holy Spirit of wisdom and counsel,

Save me from false choices:

Grant that in your light | may see light,

And that in walking your straight path | may not stumble.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord, if this be not your will, frustrate it:
Frustrate it fully and frustrate it quickly,

And move my heart’s desire

Closer to the heart of your desire for me.

But if it be your will,

Then continue to open for me

The generosity of heart, mind, and means
That are needed.

And may this generosity begin with me. Amen

God ofYesterday,

we knew you then:

your promises; your words;
your walking among us.

But yesterday is gone.

And so, today, we are in need of change.
Change

and change us.

Help us to see life now

not through yesterday’s stories
but through today’s. Amen

From Prayers in Times of Change from Queens’ College Chapel suggested
by Perrin Hardy.

15
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PAINTING & N - :

DECORATING PAUL WALDMANN
& Designs in Wood

IREEEION SR ON 41 Norfolk Street

WALl & HHOOR TILING

paulwaldmannl69@gmail.com
www.paulwaldmanndesign.co.uk
iy 01223 314001 07740 167055
i gk Cabinet making

Furniture restoration
INPROVERENTS (YO ?Z:dlf?:)?l? Interior woodwork
{29 o colipats €O va (fitted cupboards, bookcases, etc.)

latham
builders

40 Grantchester Road, Newnham, Cambridge

Lathambuilders@outlook.com lathambuilders.com
07528 772899

| F——
| Rothwells
Carpet Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning
Stone Floor, Upholstery, Rugs
In business since 1993

01638 428 060 and 01223 832 928 www.Rothwells.biz

We're an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning and drying power for the
best results possible. 100% satisfaction or it's FREE.
Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today.

A caring and professional service at all times

Richard Stebbings Ltd = * Independent family business
<3 =

Funeral Service jl\ ® Personal 24 hour service

Kendal House, Cambridge Road,
Impington, Cambridge CB24 9YS
Tel: 01223 232309 Fax: 01223 ® Pre-payment funeral plans

232319 Member of the British Institute ® Monumental masonry '3

of Funeral Directors

e Private Chapel of Rest

® Floral Tributes
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Regular Groups

Monday Bible Study
10:30am, alternate weeks — contact: Sue Wagner, 07738 698884

Monday Informal Men’s Group
10:30am, weekly — contact: Mike Thompson, 07957 735860

Tuesday Home Group
7:30 pm, fortnightly — contact: Mike Thompson, 07957 735860

Thursday Home Group
7:30 pm, weekly — contact: Andrew Watts, awcam72 @gmail.com

Choir

The choir sings every Sunday morning during term time and one
Sunday evensong per month. Contact Marcus Cox at

singing @stmarksnewnham.org

Rehearsals every Friday evening during school term time (Junior
Choir: 5:15 pm - 6:00 pm, Adult Choir: 6:00 pm - 6:45 pm).

La Maison du Steak 27T
125 Hills Road et T
Cambridge, CB2 1PG [ i )
01223 324258 fs_-;,"';‘ e ﬁwf
info(@lamaisondusteak.co.uk 50 o ’;
‘We are more than just a Steak House. Come and % _,;{‘:}.; ’
discover us!

—[ Specialistin UPVC & Wooden Doors iz No Call Out Charge # NoFixNo Fee
s

© AllWork Fully Guaranteed £E} 10% Senior Citizen Discount

For More Advice & Help Call Christopher: 07772 1 1 1 222 www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk

We Service All Old And New Doors

A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989 We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service
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Services at St Mark’s Church, Newnham in June
Communion (BCP) at 8.00 am every Sunday

Sunday Services

7thJune at 9.30 am Communion
14th June at 9.30 am Morning Worship
21st June at 9.30 am Communion
6.00 pm Evensong at Grantchester
28th June at 9.30 am Communion

Regular Weekday Services
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday at 9.00 am Morning Prayer

Tuesdays Weekly Communion (BCP) at 11.00 am followed by
refreshments

Sunday 5th July

8.00 am Communion (BCP)

9.30 am No service at St Mark’s

10.30 am Communion at Grantchester for both churches as

Kennedy celebrates Communion for the first time and as we greet
Becca, our new curate, and her family. There will be refreshments after
the service.




